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Town of Lewiston has busy 2 weeks

Sessions see action on solar law, reorganization items

BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief

To wrap up 2020 and open 2021,
the Town of Lewiston held its end-
of year session on Monday, Dec.
28, and a leadoff reorganization
meeting on Jan. 4 — both closed to
the public due to COVID-19 and
conducted online via Zoom.

Highlights from the December
session saw the Town Board ap-
proving modifications to Article
27 of the town’s solar energy sys-
tems law. Continuing in a morato-
rium, changes noted earlier to the
town’s solar energy law included
those covering setbacks and
screening for ground-mounted
solar installations, primarily in
the town’s rural residential and
industrial zoned areas.

Following input from residents
last month, the town further re-
viewed various matters and is-
sued a negative declaration fol-
lowing a State Environmental
Quality Review en route to ap-
proving changes in the local law.

Other news from the session
included the scheduling of a pub-
lic hearing for 6 p.m. Monday,
Jan. 11, to consider a proposed
helipad facility on the grounds
of Mount St. Mary’s Hospital on
Military Road. The move follows
the board’s issuance of a negative

declaration on the MSM project
on Dec. 28.

Moving on to the town’s Jan. 4
reorganization meeting, that ses-
sion saw approval of a number of
procedural matters covering town
operations. Also included was a
restructuring of the management
responsibilities for the town’s
parks and highway departments.

“I've given a lot of thought to
the Parks Department,” said
Town Supervisor Steve Broder-
ick, stating he would like to move
in a different direction from past
years.

Commenting he felt parks
could be managed more efficient-
ly by moving that department un-
der the direction of Town High-
way Superintendent Dave Trane,
Broderick offered a motion to ap-
point Trane as parks superinten-
dent for 2021. That is in addition
to his duties in highway.

Seconded by Town Councilman
Bill Geiben, the motion was ap-
proved 5-0. Trane won reelection
as highway superintendent last
fall. Brian Christman was reap-
pointed as deputy highway super-
intendent.

Also at that session, Broder-
ick offered a resolution to in-
crease Trane’s budgeted salary
of $72,989 by $10,000 to cover

the additional duties. Soon after,
Councilman Al Bax offered a res-
olution, seconded by Councilman
John Jacoby to consider adoption
of Local Law No. 1 of 2021 to in-
crease Trane’s salary. The matter
will be addressed in a public hear-
ing, set for 6 p.m. Monday, Jan.
25, prior to the board’s regular
meeting.

In the past, Mike Dashineau
handled parks and recreation du-
ties. He will now serve the town
as recreation director at a salary
of $45,563.46.

As noted, a number of proce-
dural items were set that evening,
including Town Board work ses-
sion and regular meeting dates
for 2021. Work sessions will be
held Jan. 11, Feb. 8, March 8§,
April 12, May 10, Sept. 13, Oct.
25, Nov. 22 and Dec. 13. No work
sessions will be held in June, July
or August.

Town Board regular meeting
dates will take place Jan. 25, Feb.
22, March 22, April 26, May 24,
June 28, July 22, Aug. 23, Sept. 27,
Oct. 25, Nov. 22 and on Dec. 30
with the board final audit session.
Starting times for both will be at
6 p.m. at Town Hall. All sessions
are open to the public.

Also announced at the reorg
session was the naming of li-

aisons by Broderick. Included
were: Board of Ethics ex-officio
— Tom Seaman; building inspec-
tor — Bax; Cable Commission —
Councilman Jason Myers; CWM
Siting Advisory Committee — Bax;
engineer — Geiben; Environmen-
tal Commission — Bax/Geiben;
Fire Bureau — Broderick/Jacoby;
highway/drainage — Bax; Histor-
ic Preservation — Jacoby; Justice
Court office — Broderick; Lewis-
ton Council on the Arts - Jacoby;
library — Jacoby; Lighting Adviso-
ry Board — Myers; Niagara River
Region Chamber - Broderick/
Geiben; Parks and Recreation
Advisory Committee — Geiben;
Personnel Committee — Geiben;
police — Bax; town/village police
liaisons — Broderick/Bax; Plan-
ning Board - Bax/Jacoby; rec-
reation — Geiben; risk manager
— Broderick; Sanborn Business
and Professional Association -
Broderick/Geiben; senior citi-
zens — Geiben; Signage Commit-
tee — Myers; water — Broderick;
WPCC - Bax; and Zoning Board
of Appeals —

Other appointment/confirma-
tions included: GHD Consulting
Services for town engineering
services; Linda Johnson as town
assessor; Heidi Seguin as real
property appraisal technician;

Tim Masters, town building in-
spector, as well as SEQR compli-
ance officer; Chris McAuliffe,
code enforcement officer and
storm water manager; Frank
Previte, Lewiston Police chief;
Town Clerk Donna Garfinkel as
registrar, records access officer
(FOIL) and records management
officer; Les Myers, fire preven-
tion chair; Melinda Olick, senior
citizens coordinator; and Marjo-
rie Maggard, town historian.

The board took no action for
attorney for the town. Current
attorney Thomas Seaman said
he was anticipating changes and
requested his appointment be
tabled. The board is expected to
revisit the matter at the Jan. 11
work session.

Wrapping up, the Town Board
designated KeyBank as the of-
ficial town depository, approved
the town’s 2021 holiday schedule,
mileage rates and designated its
official town newspapers for the
year. The Tribune/Sentinel will
serve as official newspaper for in-
formational pay ads and notifica-
tions, and the Niagara Gazette for
legal notices.

Details on all Town Board re-
organization items for 2021 can
be found on the town’s website,
www.townoflewiston.us.
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2,900 cities with populations over
10,000.”

He also named the city’s anti-
bullying law and the restoration
of the North Tonawanda Botani-
cal Garden as successes under
Zadzilka’s term.

Mayor Arthur Pappas also con-
gratulated Zadzilka for his efforts
as president and said he looked
forward to seeing that progress
continue as he works alongside
Pecoraro.

Thanks given fo Zadzilka

“We’re going to continue that
(progress) under the leadership
of Bob Pecoraro, because he also
is a true leader and is not afraid
to take the bull by the horns and
move forward,” Pappas said.

Pecoraro concluded with a
statement spotlighting his goal to
navigate the city through the dif-
ficulties created by the pandemic.

“As your new council president,
my top priority will be to offer
our city’s government steadfast
leadership during these unbeliev-

IN THE NEWS

ably challenging times,” he said.
“These are difficult times and
they will rage on, and our resi-
dents need to know the city gov-
ernment is in capable hands. No
matter what the new year pres-
ents, I will continue to address
the needs of our community dili-
gently, efficiently and effectively.
In closing, I pray the new year is
filled with happiness and health
for all the residents and all the
members of the Common Council
and leadership of our great city.”

Higgins: Scene in
Washington ‘domestic
terrorism’

Jacobs: DC protest
‘unacceptable & has no

place in a democracy’

Congressman Brian Higgins
released the following statement
Wednesday afternoon, as protes-
tors descended upon Washing-
ton, D.C., to protest the recent
election for president, and the
pending transition of power from
Donald Trump to Joe Biden:

“The U.S. Capitol is a sacred
space — a building at the literal
center of our capital and central
to our democracy. The actions
of protestors today, egged on by
the outgoing president to disrupt
the certification of electoral votes
of what is a ceremonial formality,
should be seen by all Americans
as a challenge to the legitimacy of
our democracy. This is domestic
terrorism, and it has no place in
America.”

Congressman Chris Jacobs re-
leased this statement:

“I condemn the violence and
destruction that is taking place in
our nation’s capital in the stron-
gest possible terms. While our

country cherishes peaceful pro-
test, this current behavior is un-
acceptable and has no place in a
democracy. I urge all protestors
to immediately and peacefully
leave the Capitol building and the
surrounding area and to follow
the instructions of law enforce-
ment personnel.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo released
the following statement Wednes-
day night:

“At the request of United States
National Guard officials, I am
deploying 1,000 members of the
New York National Guard to

Washington, D.C., for up to two
weeks to aid and facilitate the
peaceful transition of presiden-
tial power. This deployment will
not impact our state’s ongoing
efforts to contain and combat the
COVID virus. For 244 years, the
cornerstone of our democracy
has been the peaceful transfer
of power, and New York stands
ready to help ensure the will of
the American people is carried
out, safely and decisively. God
bless our brave men and women
in uniform, and God bless the
United States of America.”
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During the following night’s
Common Council meeting, a
number of other city appoint-
ments were also confirmed. The
list of reappointments included
Joseph Midura as the city histo-
rian, Jacob Haacker to the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals, Jeffrey
Licht and Benjamin Meyer to
the North Tonawanda Water-
front Commission, Frank Gran-
dinetti to the North Tonawanda
Plumbing Board, Mark Lemke
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and Mark Anastasi to the Traf-
fic Safety Committee, Nathan
Sikora as bingo commissioner
for North Tonawanda and Dale
Rogers as the North Tonawanda
market clerk. Kenneth Brennan
was reappointed while Beverly
Loxterman was appointed to the
Planning Commission. Albena
Tueker-Pasiak was appointed to
the Board of Assessment review
committee.
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